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What happens in extreme weather conditions?
Balto, the Sled Dog Hero
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1. Answer True (T) or False (F). If it is false, write the correct statement.
1. Diphtheria attacked Anchorage in 1927. ------
2. Planes took the medicine from one city to another. -------
3. The medicine was transported only by Balto. -----------
4. The distance between Anchorage and Nome was 35 to 80 kms.----------
2)Look for the meaning of unknown words, at least 6 words.
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Interesting Facts

Sometimes extreme weather §

LS Sisee weud How many hero dogs do you know? Have you heard about Balto's
conditions bring difficulties W story? Have you seen the movie about him?
to people. Cold and snowy
places may be hard for
transportation of food. In 1925, the little town of Nome, in Alaska, was hit by a deadly
and supplies, ) infection called diphtheria. There was not enough medicine to cure
i people, and the closest city to get , Anchorage, was 800 km
activities. Despite that, many  aWay. In order to help people get the medicine sooner, it was sent by
people live in places with train to Nenana, a small town closer to Nome.
extreme weather conditions,

d Alaska’s harsh winter made it impossible for planes to ly, and using

such as Alaska, where pos: s ” s

the common roads would tzke over 2 month. Time was passing and
people were getting sicker and sicker. Luckily, two people volunteered
to carry the medicine with their . The canine leader of one.
team was 12-year-old Togo, an experienced dog; while the leader of the
other team was Balto, a 3-year-old inexperienced dog.

temperatures are usually
between 45 Cand 51°C.

The dog sled teams started carrying the medicine on routes of 35 to
80 kilometers, completing the path fragment by fragment. Togo's team
was responsible for carrying the medicine through the longest fragment
of the route, and Balto's team needed to carry the medicine in the last
fragment of the route. And in spite of the strong winds that lifted the
sleds and dogs up into the air, Balto and his team never gave up and
stayed on the road. The precious medicine arrived in Nome after five
days, carried by Balto's team. It had taken five days of ffort and courage
of many hearts, hands, and pavs to save the lives of the people in Nome.
Balto and the other dogs became heroes.
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